Dear Patrizia,

I’m sending you the latest information on the European campaign to have deafblindness recognised as a “unique disability”.

This campaign was launched at the meeting held at the European Parliament on 6 January, 2004.

80 people took part in the meeting, representing the Edbn (European Deafblind Network), the DbI (an international association for deafblind people) and other national institutions for deafblind people.  There were also some members of the European Parliament.

I am enclosing the declaration, written in all European languages, which you can publicise.

The aim is to obtain about 350 signatures from members of the Parliament within three months.  To date (15 January 2004), 87 signatures have been collected.

You can find more information on the website www.europarl.eu.int
The Lega del Filo d’Oro, like other institutions working for or with the deafblind, is supporting this initiative.  I would therefore like to ask you to inform all your European partners and colleagues involved in this field and ask them to approach their European member of Parliament to sign this declaration.  You can find a list of the parliamentary members for each country on the website.

William Green

DbI President 

Dear William,

I was very glad to hear that the campaign has got underway and is already showing good results as so many signatures have been collected in a few days.  Deafblind people will have my personal support for their campaign.  In Europe there are some 150,000 people with this impairment who could benefit from a law recognising that they have a “unique disability”.

Not only will the deafblind themselves benefit but also their families and all the services who work with them now and in the future.

I will certainly tell my colleagues and partners (Italian and European) about the campaign and ask them to help it achieve its aim.  Obviously, starting from now, I will be available to offer my support and any other information or clarification they need.

I know we have only three months to get this disability recognised (the deadline is 12.04.04!).

I am therefore relying on having as much help as possible from my colleagues and partners.

Patrizia Ceccarani

