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Milan, March 5th 2004 

Dear Partners,

We have just entered the last year of the GENDEAF Thematic Network.

Since January 2002, stronger links have been created between 40 European partners, involved with different aspects of pathogenic mechanisms, clinical and molecular diagnosis, social impact of genetic deafness.

GENDEAF is contributing to scientific progress in the field collecting data on the prevalence of mutations in the Cx26 gene, measuring the frequency and range of mutations in myosin VII A and usherin, developing exploitable pathogenic models of aminoglycoside ototoxicity and other forms of mitochondrial deafness. Phenotypic criteria from recognising subgroups of non-syndromic hearing impairment are being established and significant progress is made to define the specific psychosocial impact of genetic hearing impairment on affected individuals and their families.

Communication between the research and hearing impaired communities (patients, families and their associations) has been enforced and the Network has been enlarged to involve Eastern European Countries.

The State-of-the-Art Conference hosted by Amplifon CRS on May 2003 gave a clear representation of the high level of achievements reached by the partners and of the added value which has been possible to get by the networking of clinical and genetic centres involved, merging information, collating and disseminating them to patients and their families. All the participants left with a strong belief in the potential of this Network and a stronger commitment to go on working together for the second half of the project.

We have now to work even closer for reaching the project goals, creating stronger links for cooperation and collaboration in order to demonstrate to the European Commission and to the widest community the great scientific level of our Consortium and of its achievements. 

In this frame, we are inviting you and your collaborators to participate in the GENDEAF Final Conference, to be held in Milano, at Amplifon CRS, on April 23-24, 2004, in order to share the most updated results, to discuss future perspectives and to define the strategies for the final project period. 

Looking forward to meeting you in Milan

Best regards

A. Martini








G.M. Rollier

Encl.

